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Corporal punishment of children in Morocco
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Criminal Code (amended 2003 and 2006) and the Family Code (2004) are not interpreted as prohibiting corporal punishment of children. In 2008, a domestic violence bill was being drafted but we have no further information.
A Ministerial directive in 2000 stated that corporal punishment should not be used in schools, but there is no explicit prohibition in law.
In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime under the Code of Criminal Procedure (2002). It is also unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions: it is not among the permitted disciplinary penalties in the Prisons Act No. 23-98, adopted in 1999. 
Corporal punishment is lawful in alternative care settings.

Research has revealed the extent to which children are subjected to corporal punishment in the home and other settings. For example, according to the Centre for People’s Rights at least 1,000 cases of violence in schools were recorded in 2009, including 400 cases of physical violence, mostly consisting of corporal punishment, including slapping, kicking and hitting with sticks, iron rulers and electrical cables.
 According to a report by the Moroccan Ministry of Justice, violence against children is widespread in government run orphanages and care institutions, with physical punishment being the most prevalent disciplinary measure.
 In a survey commissioned by UNICEF, UNFPA and the Arab Family Health Project in 2008, involving interviews with 5,078 children, 24% reported experiencing severe physical punishment (including being hit on the face or the head with a hard object) and 67% minor physical punishment (e.g. being shaken or slapped).

Morocco’s fourth report to the Committee Against Torture
The fourth report to the Committee (CAT/C/MAR/4) describes conditions that should prevail in detention and the requirement that these do not involve degrading treatment (paras. 96-104). It also places strong emphasis on the extent to which respect for human dignity and personal integrity and protection from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment is perceived as applying to all persons, particularly in the context of actions by public officials (paras. 150-163). However, no mention is made of the subjection of children to corporal punishment and the absence of laws prohibiting this in the home, schools and care settings. Neither is the issue included in the List of Issues adopted by the Committee (CAT/C/MAR/Q/4).

Recommendations by human rights treaty bodies
The Committee on the Rights of the Child has twice recommended that Morocco prohibit all corporal punishment of children – in its concluding observations on the state party’s second report in 2003 (CRC/C/15/Add.211, para. 43) and on the initial report in 1996 (CRC/C/15/Add.60, para. 27).
We hope the Committee Against Torture will raise the issue of corporal punishment in its examination of Morocco and recommend that legislation be enacted to prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home and all institutions, as a matter of priority.
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